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According to a report compiled by the National Center for the Development of Women and the
Family (Centro Nacional para el Desarrollo de la Mujer y la Familia-CNMF), about 8,000 children
work in the streets of the country's cities under conditions of extreme abuse and exploitation.
The report, sponsored in part by the National Children's Foundation (Patronato Nacional de la
Infancia-PANI), indicated that most of these children work more than 8 hours per day in order
to earn an average US$4, well below the legal minimum wage. Jobs performed by these children
include washing cars, selling chewing gum or newspapers, carrying shoppers' groceries from
the supermarket to their cars, and prostitution. The report estimates that among these children,
one of every 12 has been sexually abused, while about 20% consume drugs. Authors of the report
conducted a survey of 667 child laborers between the ages of 7 and 17 years old. Among survey
respondents, 74% indicated that they live with their families and turn over their earnings to their
households. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/13/92.)
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